
Description: 

Conococcolithus minutus HAY & MoHLER, 1967 

Conococcolithus 
minutus 

FIGs. 4-6 - Conococcolithus minutus n. gen., n. sp . Paratype, UI-H-2729, 
GAN 837, distal views: 4, phase contrast; 5, ordinary transmitted light; 

6, between crossed nicols. x 2250. 
FIGs. 1, 11, 13 - Conococcolithus minutus n. gen., n. sp. 1, Holotype, UI
H-2613, GAN 834, distal view; 11, Paratype, UI-H-2612, GAN 837, side 
view; 13, Paratype, UI-H-2610, GAN 837, oblique distal view. x 4500. 

Diagnosis - A species of Conococcolithus having a subcircular outline, truncate conical cross 
section, a very small ce:1tral depression, and 18 to 21 segments in each shield. 

Description - This species has a subcircular distal shield composed of 18 to 21 large wedge
shaped dextrally imbricate segments. The shield is strongly convex, producing a conical cross 
section. The very small, shallow central depression has no visible plates within it. Distally, 
the wedges of the distal shield may flare peripherally to form a rim about the central depression. 
The proximal shield projects slightly proximally from the distal shield in side view but has a 
slightly lesser diameter. 

Maximum diameter- 8 fL· 
Thickness- 5 fL· 

Remarks: 

This new species is easily distinguished by its conical form and by the very small central de
pression. It evidently represents a highly specialized member of the subfamily Cyclococcoli
thoideae and probably has a shorter range than do most species in this subfamily. 
The trivial name was selected to suggest the small size of the species. 
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Type level: 

Early Tertiary. Stratum typicum - GAN 837 (Discoaster multiradiatus Zone). 

Occurrence- Conococcolithus minutus is rare in the upper part of the Discoaster multiradiatus 
Zone. 

Type locality: 

Pont Labau, France. 

Depository: 

Department of Geology, University of Illinois (UI), Urbana. Holotype: UI-H-2613; Pa
ratypes: UI-H-2610-2612, 2729. 

Author: 

Hay W.W. and Mohler H.P., 1967, p. 1529; pl. 196, figs. 4-6; pl. 197, figs. 1, 11, 13. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannoplankton from Early Tertiary Rocks at Pont Labau, France, and Paleocene
Early Eocene correlations. Journal of Paleontology, vol. 41, n° 6, pp. 1505-1541, pis. 196-206, 
text-figs. 1-5. 
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